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Planning for the Future: 
Wills and Guardianship in Florida 



Passing away and leaving your loved ones 
to handle your affairs afterwards can be a 
very scary thought. When you add children 
to the mix, the already-stressful event 
becomes much, much worse. Between 
divvying up your property and deciding who 
will raise your little ones after you are gone, 
things can get quite confusing. 




Many people draw up Florida wills so 
that their wishes are clearly stated for the 
Florida guardianship attorney or family 



member they choose to handle their affairs 
after they pass away. Having a will set up 
prior to passing away can save a lot of 
confusion and misunderstandings after you 
are gone. Predetermining guardians for your 
little ones after you have passed away will 
make sure that they are left with people you 
trust and who will care for your children as 
you wish. 

When you do not have a lot of assets to 
divvy up, spending a lot of money on an 
attorney doesn't make sense. For this reason, 
finding an inexpensive attorney in Florida to 
file your will can save you money while still 



securing your assets and placing your 
children with the proper guardian(s). 
However, keep in mind that you get what you 
pay for, so you don't necessarily want to go 
with the absolute cheapest lawyer. Odds are, 
you will not get the service and satisfaction 
you are looking for. 




To begin your search for an inexpensive 
attorney to handle your will, try the internet. 
While the most common method used to be 
flipping open the phone book and browsing 










through dozens of different attorneys and 
comparing their ads, many consumers now 
turn to the internet to locate attorneys and 
compare costs. How a company presents 
themselves says a lot about them, and being 
able to see someone's credentials and 
philosophies ahead of time will allow you to 
narrow down your potential attorney before 



calling to get more information. 

Another great way to find a reliable, 
honest attorney is to ask your friends and 
family. Odds are, people you know have 
already had their Florida wills created and 
filed with Florida courts. 

Word of mouth is the best form of 
advertisement, and a good attorney will have 
many satisfied customers eager and willing to 
sing his or her praises. 

Some attorneys may even be able to 
provide you with a list of people who 
recommend them so that you may speak to 
previous customers to get their opinions. 



Since wills vary from person to person 
depending on the assets they possess, hiring 
someone to handle the confusing paperwork 
will ensure that you do not miss anything, 
and everything gets handled the way you 
want. Spending a little time researching your 
potential attorney will save you a bundle. A 
Florida guardianship attorney can not 
only help you set up your will, but also 
ensure that all the necessary paperwork is 
filed so that your child, or children, are 
properly cared for after you are gone. 



Assisting the Elderly 



As the years go by, the need for elderly 
care in our society continues to grow. With 
our population aging, most everyone has a 
relative that will need assisted care at some 
point in his or her life. The value of being 
clear on issues of guardianship, and the 
person's wishes concerning assisted care, is 
important. At a time in life when change can 
be difficult, having a clear plan, which 
everyone involved has agreed to and 
understands, can be quite helpful. 




Guardianship 



Hiring a Florida guardianship attorney 

can allow the family to cover all of its bases 
as far as guardianship is concerned. This will 
allow the attorney to clearly explain the 
rights of the patient, the family, and the 
acting guardian. It can be difficult to decide 
when an aging family member might need 
the assistance of a legal guardian. Some 
things to think about when deciding whether 
the person may need some assistance are 
whether they exhibit a change in eating 
habits, have developed poor personal 



relationship patterns, are unable to care for 
their home appropriately, exhibit a change in 
activities, or are unable to keep track of their 
bills and finances. Once an elderly person 
has started to develop these warning signs, it 
may be time to contact a Florida 
guardianship attorney in order to 
guarantee the right to carry out your family 
member's final wishes. 




Responsibilities of a Guardian 



Once a proper guardian has been agreed 
upon by the family and verified by the courts, 
the guardian is responsible for making 
decisions not only about the patient, but 
about the patient's assets and care. 

The guardian will be dealing with doctors, 
making decisions about assisted living as 
needed, and handling finances and bills. 

The guardian is responsible for the 
physical, mental, and emotional state of the 
ward. The guardian is also in charge of 
preparing a plan of care and presenting it to 




the court each year, in order to be sure they 
are looking out for the patient's best interest. 
When the time comes, the guardian will also 
need to be clear on the person's final will and 
be sure it has been properly filed. 



Handling Probate 



As the acting guardian, it is important to 
finalize the will and be clear on the patient's 
final wishes. After the patient has passed, 
the guardian will need to hire a Florida 
probate lawyer in order to carry out the 
final phase of dispersing the loved one's 
property and assets. In most cases, it is 
illegal to probate without the assistance of 
an attorney. 





Aging and the changes that go along with 
growing old are never easy to face. However, 
it is helpful to talk openly about the desires 
of a person as they begin to change, so that 
things are handled in a timely manner. Hiring 
a lawyer to assist with guardianship issues 
and handling the probate can allow for a 
smooth process during a difficult time. 




For more information about 
Florida probate lawyer 




and 
Florida guardianship attorney. 


please check out 
www.smithdine.com 









